
24 August 2022 

Ms Jenny Mannerling 
Secretary 
Inquiry into the Provisions of the University of Tasmania Act 1992 
Legislative Council Select Committee 
Parliament of Tasmania 

RE: Inquiry into the Provisions of the University of Tasmania Act 1992 

Please find below my submission to the members of the Committee.  

There are a range of problems with the administration of UTAS in recent years that suggest a 
complete overhaul of the governance of UTAS is needed with greater transparency and involvement 
of academic staff; however, I am sure those will be addressed by people more qualified to do so and 
with greater knowledge of day-to-day operation of UTAS than me.  

I would like to address the Terms of Reference regarding the powers and functions of UTAS, 
particularly the ability of the university to dispose of real property—namely the Sandy Bay campus. 

As I understand it, the land for the UTAS Sandy Bay campus was gifted to the university for 
educational purposes. Importantly, the Tasmanian University Act Short title 1951 (No. 8 of 1951) 
provided:  

11-(1) The land described in the second schedule (in Vesting and this section referred 
to as " the said land") is hereby vested in the university for the purposes of the 
university and for conversion into, and· use as, public parks or gardens under the 
control and management of the council. (2) The said land or any part thereof shall not 
at any time be sold, mortgaged, or otherwise disposed of, and if the said land ceases to 
be used for the purposes of the university it shall revert to and revest in His Majesty. 

The second schedule broadly describes the main Sandy Bay campus. 

The Higher Education (Amalgamation) Act 1990 (No. 47 of 1990) repealed that Act, but preserved 
the restriction on the ability to dispose of the Sandy Bay campus land as described in subsection 
11(1) of the 1951 Act.  

The 1990 Amalgamation Act was repealed and replaced by the University of Tasmania Act 1992. The 
1992 Act made a critical change to the rights of the university to sell the Sandy Bay campus. Under 
the deceptive cover of a section titled ‘certain land to remain vested in the University’, as though it 
was preserving the land, the 1992 Act created the ability for the university to dispose of or lease the 
Sandy Bay campus: 

26. Certain land to remain vested in University

Notwithstanding the repeal by this Act of the Amalgamation Act, the land specified in 
Schedule 3 remains vested in the University but free from any restrictions as to the 
power of the University to sell, mortgage or otherwise dispose of that land that may, 
but for this clause, restrict the power of the University in respect of that land. 

It is my view that the Parliament of Tasmania, when making this Act, did not envisage nor sanction 
the abandonment of the Sandy Bay campus and gifted land. The fact that UTAS is pretending to 
lease the land for a century (realistically an irreversible change), is fundamentally changing the 
university from a campus-based model where students can interact and study in a relaxing, open 
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environment, into a drab inner-city drop in centre with expensive parking and no adjoining sports 
facilities. Under cover of ignorance and COVID-19, the University Council has moved to condemn 
Tasmania’s only university into a second-rate institution that is not worthy of the support of 
government or the land it was gifted.  

Claims the buildings on the Sandy Bay campus are in disrepair are both evidence of the neglect of 
recent UTAS management and deceptive, as they could easily be updated with an appropriate 
maintenance plan and some of the finance obtained to facilitate the city move and fund its many 
consultants.  

The Tasmanian Government has been missing in action and appears happy to wash its hands of this 
huge loss to the Tasmanian community. This reticence to engage appears hidden behind the cloak of 
the Hobart ‘City Deal’, of which the UTAS move is a small and largely irrelevant part. I hope the 
Legislative Council has the will and power to ensure the quality and campus of Tasmania’s university 
are restored to ensure the wellbeing and success of Tasmania’s future students.  

Thank you for considering my submission.  

 

Andrew Hunt 
BEc LLB (UTAS) 

  




